
INSIDE:    

FEATURE

VOLUME M19   ISSUE 1

10 Years Strong  

A Publication  
of the

Soldiers Memorial 
12 

World War I Memorial 
16 

The Barton Apartment Complex 
18 

Safety Award 
20 

Contract Complete 
2 

Fulton State Hospital 
4 

Top Golf 
8 

Kirkwood Residence 
10 



M19:1

n a historic and unprecedented move, the Mason Contractors Association (MCA) and  

Bricklayers Local #1 and Allied Craftworkers Administrative District Council of Eastern Missouri 

have agreed to a new 10-year collective bargaining agreement, marking a new era of  

labor-management cooperation. The deal, effective immediately, ensures the Masonry  

Industry will enjoy a decade of stability through 2029. 

“To the best of our knowledge, this 10-year deal  

is the first of its kind for the local construction  

industry,” said Martin Heck, MCA President. “We 

are excited because it gives our contractors, our 

craftworkers and our customers an assurance 

that we will be able to provide consistent, high 

quality work, on time at a reasonable cost for the 

foreseeable future.”  

Ensuring long-term industry stability was a priority 

for the union workers as well. “St. Louis has a long 

tradition of building with brick,” noted Brian  

Jennewein, Director of the Bricklayers & Allied  

Craftworkers Administrative District Council of  

Eastern Missouri. “At the same time, we recognized that we are now in a very competitive  

marketplace. Developers and builders have a lot more options and we know we have to come 

together to compete.” 

That spirit of cooperation marked a distinct change from past negotiations. “Difficult  

labor-contractor relations have played a part in the decline in our market share over the past 

few years,” added John Hopkin, who also represented the union at the negotiating table. “We 

needed to find ways to cooperate to help regain our market share.” 

“When the two sides got together, the initial discussion was less around wages, hours and work 

standards and more about what we need to do to improve our industry,” noted David Gillick, 

MCA Executive Director. “Creating long-term stability is a key to success for our industry.  

Both sides also noted that the new agreement gives them the flexibility to deal with future 

changes brought on by evolving technologies and other uncertainties.  

“This deal represents more than a successful labor negotiation,” said Heck. “It also acknowledges 

that our leadership and our attitudes have changed. It sends a message that we are ready and 

positioned to compete, as partners, for the long-term.” 

I

A Decade of Stability

Bricklayers’ and Contractors’ Ink  
Historic 10-Year Deal

“The 10-year deal is the first  
of its kind for the local industry.” 
            Martin Heck, MCA president

“Creating long-term stability will 
keep masonry viable  
in the marketplace.”    John Hopkin, BAC Representative

“We needed to find ways  
to cooperate to help regain  
our market share.” 
 David Gillick, MCA Executive Director

“St. Louis has a long tradition of  

building with brick.” 
 Brian Jennewein, BAC Director 

The Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers  
Administrative Council of Eastern Missouri  
(Bricklayers Local #1) 
Organized in 1864 
First labor union and local of any trade west  
of the Mississippi River  
Represents approximately 850 bricklayers, stone, 
pointers/cleaners/caulkers and marble masons 
 
Mason Contractors Association 
Chartered in 1896 
One of the area's oldest construction industry 
trade associations  
Members include owners, principal partners,  
and senior management of 42 masonry  
construction firms

32



riginally opened in 1851, the Fulton State Hospital is the 

oldest state psychiatric hospital west of the Mississippi 

River. With admissions of patients for evaluation and 

treatment continually on the rise, the aging facilities were no 

longer considered safe for both patients and staff.  In 2014, state 

officials allocated $211 million to demolish much of the existing 

structures and replace them with a state-of-the-art, high security 

hospital that would be safer and more conducive to modern 

treatment. The new facilities, completed in late 2018 and covering 

55 acres, include six living areas with 50 beds each. The two-story 

hospital features masonry bearing walls , all expertly installed by 

John J. Smith Masonry Co. The new complex also consolidates  

administrative and clinical service offices, updates a food services 

complex, and provides flexibility with more vocational activity and 

recreational activity space, training rooms, and an auditorium for 

staff development. 

O

“This facility has been here since 1851, and it's going 
to be here for another hundred years,” said then 
Governor Jay Nixon at the groundbreaking in 2015.

The New Fulton State Hospital
OWNER 
State of Missouri 
 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR  
River City Construction 
 
MASON CONTRACTOR 
John J. Smith Masonry Co. 
 
MATERIALS SUPPLIER 
Midwest Block and Brick 
 
CRAFT WORKERS 
Bricklayers’ Union Local #1  
of Missouri  
Eastern Missouri Laborers’  
District Council

The hospital features load-bearing  
concrete masonry units to provide  

maximum safety and security. 

‰

‰

       The single-story residential structure  
 was designed in a “Hub and Spoke”   
layout. The eight-inch masonry wall  
easily handled roof loads, while providing  
 the flexibility to conform to the radius  
   and angles drawn.  

Masonry materials provided the durability and lower, long-term  
maintenance costs that were essential in this facility. The State  
of Missouri wanted this building to last.
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With nearly a million masonry units on 

the project, careful planning and  

coordination took place through the  

use of LOD 400 modeling. Simple clash 

detection identified several areas of 

trade interference that was overcome 

before construction, saving thousands  

of dollars. The models identify the  

dimensions of the units and most of  

the cutting of materials took place off-site prior to construction. Of particular interest was locating embed 

plates from the steel model into masonry walls. Setting these accurately, even with complex roof  

geometry, allowed John J. Smith Masonry Co. to mobilize effectively.  
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Veneer block and terracotta  
masonry give the new  
facility a distinctive look.

Aerial view of project near completion

‰



OWNER 
TopGolf USA, Inc. 
 
ARCHITECT 
James R. Lencioni 
 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Arco National Construction 
(Arco/Murray Construction  
Company, Inc.) 
 
MASON CONTRACTOR 
Grant Contracting, Inc. 
 
MATERIALS SUPPLIERS 
Midwest Block & Brick 
Irwin Products, Inc. 
Raineri Building Materials, Inc. 
 
CRAFT WORKERS 
Bricklayers’ Union Local #1  
of Missouri 
 
Eastern Missouri Laborers’  
District Council

ne of the hottest new entertainment concepts in the country 

arrived in Chesterfield in late 2018 — Top Golf — and Grant 

Contracting, Inc. played a major role in its development. The 

three-story, 65,000-square-foot venue features 3,000 square feet of private 

event space, a full-service restaurant and bars, a rooftop terrace with fire 

pit, and 102 climate-controlled hitting bays. The Chesterfield location is the 

company’s 50th location in the U.S. with four other venues in the United 

Kingdom and Australia. Top Golf plans to add up to 10 new locations  

each year.

O

The entry ramp and surrounding 
landscape walls provide an attractive 
and inviting frontage for the facility.

‰

‰

The entry walls  
required 6,000  
CMUs that took 50  
yards of ready-mix  
grout, with a solid  
honed cap block feature.

A stone band 
frames the 

rooftop patio 
bar, giving it a 

distinctive,  
modern and  
finished look.

Under the direction of General Contractor Arco/Murry Construction Company, Inc., 

Grant Contracting, Inc. built a wheelchair entry ramp and landscape walls, using 

structural ground face concrete masonry units that provided both strength and  

aesthetic appeal. The polished ground face entry ramp and landscape walls were 

constructed with eight-inch CMUs that extended four to eight feet below grade,  

with similar ground face CMUs up to six feet above grade, in an eye-catching 

stacked bond pattern. The project required careful precision to install the appropriate 

single-faced, double-faced, and finished-end ground faced units at specific  

staggering elevations of the entry walls, relative to the exposure of the concrete 

switchback ramp. Additional load-bearing CMUs were used in the building storage 

and maintenance areas.  

Despite the cold and wet weather,  

Grant Contracting, Inc. had just over  

one week to build the entry walls 

in order to meet the overall  

project deadlines.  
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This masonry fireplace on the 
upper deck is one of three in  
the home.

The cut stone detail contrasting 
with the reddish brick creates  
an attractive look consistent  
with its Kirkwood location.

BUILDER 
Tegethoff Homes 
 
ARCHITECT 
Schaub+Srote Architects, Inc. 
 
MASON CONTRACTOR 
John L. Spencer Brickwork, Inc. 
 
MATERIALS SUPPLIERS 
Earthworks, Inc. 
Richards Brick Co. 
 
CRAFT WORKERS 
Bricklayers’ Union Local #1  
of Missouri 
 
Eastern Missouri Laborers’  
District Council

onstructing a new, 7,200 square foot brick 

home on a quarter-acre lot near Downtown 

Kirkwood posed more than a few challenges, 

but John L. Spencer Brickwork, Inc. was up to the task. The 

new construction is a real beauty that reeks of prestige!  The 

front entry calls your attention immediately with beautifully 

cut stone work.   

• The stone treads on the stairway have a nice bull 

   nose finish.   

• The top of the entry has classy stone crown molding.  

• The archway has stone scrolls at the spring points and 

   tops out with a keystone. 

• The beautiful closure brick (35⁄8 high, 35⁄8 deep, 75⁄8 long) 

   has a broad range of color all with deep rich tones.  

• Every window is surrounded in the cut limestone and 

   produces just the right amount of contrast. 

• The large blocks of limestone that begin at grade 

   and continues up five courses finishes out with a bull 

   nose type sill, reminiscent of the water table features 

   of the buildings in the past. 

• The unique space on the upper deck features a  

   masonry fireplace.  A nice place to relax and enjoy  

   the ambiance. 

• The whole building is nicely finished by topping out  

   the walls with large cut stone. 

This spectacular home is a fantastic addition to the  

Kirkwood neighborhood that the new homeowners and the 

neighbors will enjoy for many years to come!.  

C

‰

‰
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OWNER 
City of St. Louis 
 
ARCHITECT 
Mackey Mitchell Architects 
 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
BSI Constructors 
 
MASON CONTRACTOR 
JDS Masonry, Inc. 
 
MATERIALS SUPPLIERS 
Midwest Block and Brick 
Irwin Products, Inc. 
Raineri Building Materials, Inc.   
Earthworks, Inc.  
 
CRAFT WORKERS 
Bricklayers’ Union Local #1  
of Missouri 
 
Eastern Missouri Laborers’  
District Council

ometimes, a project is more than just  

another job. That was the case with the 

two-year-long renovation of the Soldier’s 

Memorial Military Museum in Downtown St. Louis. 

Originally opened in 1938 to honor St. Louisans 

who sacrificed their lives in World War I, the  

memorial and museum had fallen into disrepair 

and was largely outdated according to modern 

museum standards. In 2016, the City of St. Louis 

contracted with the Missouri Historical Society to 

renovate, modernize and operate the museum. 

“This was a fun but challenging job. We are so 

honored to be a part of this project that honors 

those that sacrificed everything so we can live 

free in this great country,” said Jeff Schmidt of 

JDS Masonry, Inc., which won an Honor Award 

from the American Institute of Architects for its 

masonry and stone work.

S

The renovated four-acre site offers hundreds  
of exhibits and artifacts that provide multiple  
opportunities for reflection and remembrance.  

The Soldiers Memorial Military  
Museum was originally  
dedicated by President  
Franklin D. Roosevelt  
on October 14, 1936  
as a tribute to St. Louisans  
who sacrificed their  
lives in World War I.

The Court of Honor, located across Chestnut Street, was updated  
with a Five Branches Fountain and Reflecting Pool.
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Large granite and limestone tablets line the walkway 
from the Museum to the Court of Honor, memorializing 
fallen heroes from each of the military service branches.

 JDS Masonry, Inc. work included building out a 100-foot-tall elevator 

shaft, installing granite and aggregate pedestal pavers on the  

terrace and around a new adjoining reflecting pool, and creating 

large 6’x8’ granite and limestone memorial tablets honoring each 

branch of the military. The tablets, situated along the walkway  

between Soldiers Memorial and the Court of Honor, honor those who 

lost their lives in the service of their country, creating a serene place 

for reflection. The work required careful matching of the style and 

color of new materials to the existing building, reuse of existing  

materials where possible to help achieve LEED certification,  

and installation of a ramp for handicapped access and ADA  

compliance. The two-year, $30 million project reopened to the public 

in November 2018. 

JDS Masonry, Inc. received an AIA 
Honor Award for the precise  

layout and execution of its  
exterior stone masonry work.

‰
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DEVELOPERS 
Rollo Calcaterra American  
Legion Post 15 
Jefferson Barracks Chapel  
Association, Inc. 
 
ARCHITECT 
OWH Architects 
 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Orf Construction 
 
MASON CONTRACTOR 
Leonard Masonry, Inc. 
 
CRAFT WORKERS 
Bricklayers’ Union Local #1  
of Missouri 
 
Eastern Missouri Laborers’  
District Council

orld War I — the War to End All Wars — took the lives of 1,185 

men and women from St. Louis. In the 1920s, the Gold Star 

Mothers’ Society sought to honor the memory of these fallen 

heroes by installing bronze plaques with their name along a stretch of the 

Kingshighway median in North St. Louis. That memorial stood for six 

decades until a street expansion and modification resulted in the plaques 

being removed, with no plans to save them.  

Enter the Rolla Calcaterra American Legion Post 15. Determined to preserve 

this vital piece of history, the Post collected 752 of the original plaques and 

began a 20-year effort to find a new home for them. In partnership with the 

Jefferson Barracks Chapel Association and with approval of the National 

W

The names of two Medal of Honor 
recipients are included among the 
752 bronze plaques displayed in 
the Memorial. 

‰

The Memorial’s Court of Honor displays  
the names of those whose plaques were  
misplaced or destroyed during removal  

from Kingshighway.

The two walls symbolize the 
two sections of Kingshighway 
Memorial Drive that was the 

original home of the plaques. 

Cemetery Association and the Veterans Administration’s Memorial Committee, a site was chosen near  

the Memorial Walk & Scatter Garden of the Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery. Leonard Masonry, Inc. 

worked with the supplier to embed the restored plaques into thick slabs of black granite, and then erect 

them in a place where they will be admired for centuries to come. The new memorial, which was  

dedicated on September 30, 2012, features  two granite walls, anchored by granite columns bearing the  

history of the plaques and a list of the names from the missing plaques. Thanks to the members of Post 15, 

the Chapel Association and their supporters, the bravery and sacrifice of these men and women from  

World War I will never be forgotten. 
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DEVELOPER 
Covington Realty Partners 
 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Covington Realty Partners 
 
MASON CONTRACTOR 
Swanson Masonry, Inc. 
 
MATERIALS SUPPLIER 
Midwest Block and Brick 
 
CRAFT WORKERS 
Bricklayers’ Union Local #1  
of Missouri 
 
Eastern Missouri Laborers’  
Local 42, 110 and 660

layton’s newest residential community, The Barton Apartments, 

celebrates the region’s rich traditions, with each of its floor plans 

named after a famous St. Louisan — Twain, Eads, Trova, Eliot, 

and more. Nothing in St. Louis is more traditional, of course, than a brick  

facade, and the Barton features extensive use of masonry to give it an  

upscale, classic appearance. Swanson Masonry, Inc. used  

king size brick with contrasting cast stone panels, sills and  

heads throughout the six-story structure, as well as  

installing CMU at the elevator shafts. 

C

Cast stone panel walls at the storefront 
areas tie the building together with the 
neighboring Clayton business district.

‰

The distinctive brick 
and stone building,  
surrounded by sizeable 
green space, creates 
an attractive oasis in 
an urban setting.

‰

The Barton is named for         
the blossoming flower of 
the dogwood tree, which 
is the Missouri state tree.
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Recycled Paper

  he ASA Midwest Council  

  safety awards were  

  presented to qualifying  

                                                                                     ASA members, who have  

                                                                                    achieved work safety excellence  

                                                                                    in 2018. 

T   his year’s ASA Safety Cup was bestowed to    Tom McDonnell, George McDonnell & Sons 

are members of the MCA-OSHA Partnership.  The company had zero recordables for 2018. 

Their safety performance earned a Days Away Restricted Time rate (DART) and Total  

Case Incident and Illness rate (TCIIR) of zero. 
  

Congratulations George McDonnell and Sons!

T
SAFETY AWARD


